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were the invasion of Schleswig-Holstein and an
immense construction programme, was apt to be a
trifle wearing. But he was more responsive than
might have been expected to the Russian cry for
help. Mr. Churchill had an instant talk to Kitchener,
who surveyed the ground, regretted that there were
no troops to spare, agreed that the best place to make
a demonstration was the Dardanelles, and told the
Russians something would be done. But Fisher's
eager fancy was on fibre with dreams of military
landings on the Turkish coast; and a glowing plan
was unfolded to- the First Lord with a barrage of
underlinings (slightly mitigated by the discouraged
prelude that " we shall decide on a futile bombard-
ment of the Dardanelles "). Fisher's revelation took
the form of an Anglo-Indian descent on Alexandretta
simultaneous with a Greek attack on Gallipoli and a
Bulgarian thrust at Constantinople, while " Sturdee
forces the Dardanelles at the same time with Majestic
class and Canopus class 1 God bless him! " This
set Mr. Churchill thinking. It was doubtful whether
French and Kitchener would part with any troops,
and Grey's scrupulous diplomacy seemed unlikely to
enlist Balkan allies. But could old battleships be
used to force the Dardanelles ?

Fisher's last word (with triple tinderlioings) had
been "Celerity"; and that day Mr. Churchill
telegraphed to the naval commander off the Dar-
danelles enquiring whether he considered "the
forcing of the Dardanelles by ships alone a practicable
proposition." Fisher was still favourable to an
operation of some sort at the Dardanelles, because
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